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Legal Ease

Legal/Regulatory Developments affecting the “Triple Bottom Line”

Federal

Legislation Proposed to Boost Recycling Tax Credits
On July 13, Senator Jim Jeffords (I-VT) introduced the Recycling Investment Saves Energy (RISE) Act of 2006, which offers tax incentives intended to create jobs, conserve energy, and expand recycling capacity in the U.S.  For more information, visit: http://epw.senate.gov/pressitem.cfm?id=258581&party=dem
Federal Agencies to Hold Listening Sessions on “Cooperative Conservation”

The Secretaries of Interior, Commerce and Agriculture, the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, and the Chairman of the White House Council on Environmental Quality announced on July 12 that they will hold a series of listening sessions across the country to exchange ideas on incentives, partnership programs, and regulations that can promote conservation and environmental partnerships.  Dates, times, and locations will be announced in mid-July.  For more information, visit: http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/7c02ca8c86062a0f85257018004118a6/7bd0ffc05a632d5b852571aa00527e0d!OpenDocument
Maryland
Checks Without Balances: Check Kiting Scheme May Have Caused Multi-Million Dollar Losses
The Federal Bureau of Investigation has confirmed that it is investigating allegations of a check kiting scheme that has not only cost area banks millions of dollars, but may be related to a recent suicide.  For more information, visit: http://www.baltimoresun.com/business/bal-bz.carrollton06jul06,0,5690325.story?coll=bal-pe-business
Virginia

Governor Kaine Announces Public Workforce and Economic Development Strategic Planning Meetings 
On July 12, Governor Kaine announced six regional public meetings as part of an effort to develop the Governor’s Economic Development and Workforce Development Strategic Plans. Virginia’s Secretary of Commerce and Trade and the Governor’s Senior Advisor for Workforce will host these special sessions with business leaders, educators, economic developers, community activists, and concerned citizens across the Commonwealth.  The first meeting will take place on July 18 from 9 am until 12:30 pm at the Northern Virginia Community College Annandale campus.  For more information, including dates and locations of future meetings, visit http://www.governor.virginia.gov/MediaRelations/newsReleases/2006/Jul06/0712b.cfm
District of Columbia

D.C. Council Approves Key Environmental and Development Programs 

Within the last week, the D.C. Council has approved legislation to implement several key environmental and development programs.  Among other things, the D.C. Council approved legislation to create a District Department of Environment and finance and develop key infrastructure and community investments.  For more information, visit: http://dc.gov/mayor/news/release.asp?id=939&mon=200607 

